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E-Voting Tests Get Failing Grades


The certification of secure e-voting systems is riddled with flaws, including so-called independent testing labs' lack of transparency because e-voting machine vendors are paying for the tests and authorizing who gets to view the results; federal voting system standards rife with loopholes ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item1>      to the top 
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Hollywood Whistles a High-Tech 'Toon


Hollywood's love affair with computer technology continues to blossom, as evidenced by the recent successful initial public offering of DreamWorks Animation. The popularity of computer animation in feature films is spurring the industry's drive for increasingly sophisticated programs to ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item2>      to the top 
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Organised Chaos Gets Robots Going


An experiment by Japanese researchers suggests that the way biological systems learn to move may be similar to the behavior of chaotic systems, which were used to control the movements of a simulated, multi-legged robot. Tokyo University roboticists Yasuo Kuniyoshi and Shinsuke Suzuki ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item3>      to the top 
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Women Techies Make Workplace Gains


A confluence of factors are boosting the role of women in the technology field, including corporate awareness, programs targeting girls, and the increasingly interdisciplinary nature of new technological study. Nanotechnology, for example, involves less traditional research and more ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item4>      to the top 
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Teammates Train for Code-Crunching Match


A three-person team of computer science majors at Siena College solved word search problems last Friday while the rest of the campus enjoyed the weekend. The students were practicing for this Saturday's preliminary competition of the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) International ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item5>      to the top 
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We're Funny in the Brain


The Oct. 30 Festival of the Art and Mind will be notable for the presentation of artificial intelligence expert Kim Binsted's Witty Idiomatic Sentence Creation Revealing Ambiguity in Context (Wiscraic), a computer program capable of rudimentary joke-making. "If computers are ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item6>      to the top 

  _____  

For the Blind, a Welcoming Web


Advocates for the blind are working to entice rather than exhort companies to make their Web sites and services accessible to the visually impaired, in accordance with voluntary guidelines established by the World Wide Web Consortium in 1999. A year earlier, the federal government revised the ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item7>      to the top 
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US Expert Drums Up Support for Supercomputing


Chinese supercomputing firm Galactic Computing aims to help China establish world-leading supercomputing capabilities using blade technology. Galactic founder Steve Chen recently met with senior Chinese officials from the education, commerce, public security, health, IT, and science and ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item8>      to the top 
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Three Minutes With Ray Kurzweil


In his book, "Fantastic Voyage: Live Long Enough to Live Forever," futurist Ray Kurzweil describes how a person's lifespan can be radically extended through three processes or "bridges." The first bridge is biochemistry reprogramming, in which a person slows down aging and disease with ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item9>      to the top 
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For Math Whizzes, the Election Means a Quadrillion Options


This year's close presidential election has many political amateurs with a mathematics bent analyzing state polling data. In the last four years, the rise of blogging, availability of polling data, and anticipation of a 2000 redux have caused people such as Lawrence Allen to create probabilistic ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item10>      to the top 
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GOP Beats Dems on Tech-Friendliness


A compilation of key technology votes in Congress by CNET News.com illustrates the predominance of Republicans in terms of tech-friendliness: Republican senators' average score was 61 percent, compared to Democratic senators' 46 percent, while Republican House members earned a 68 percent ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item11>      to the top 
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Sun, Others Prep Java Integration Spec


Java Business Integration (JBI), a scheme for effecting service-oriented architecture (SOA)-based Java software integration, has been published by a group of vendors led by Sun Microsystems. JBI is designed to ease the integration of software from different vendors in order to facilitate more ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item12>      to the top 
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Nuke Agency Develops Linux Tools


The Energy Department is giving Linux a boost by providing funding for open-source performance analysis tools. The agency's National Nuclear Security Administration is helping to fund a $6.8 million project in which Silicon Graphics will develop an open-source version of its commercial ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item13>      to the top 
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Key Internet Domain Up for Grabs


ICANN is preparing to decide what company should take over management of the .net Internet domain--the world's fourth-largest--when VeriSign's contract expires next year. With a contract worth $30 million a year and 4.9 million Internet addresses registered under .net, there is much at ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item14>      to the top 
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Building Smarter Storage


Many fiscally tight companies are apportioning high performance storage, storage area network (SAN) bandwidth, and services to essential and trivial applications in equal measure, a costly practice that often leads to reckless overimplementation. Enterprises that deploy automated storage ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item15>      to the top 
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Degrees of Change


A decline in college IT enrollments spells trouble for CIOs in need of staff who can deftly balance technical and business issues to keep the IT department effective, efficient, and competitive with outsourcers. Steps colleges and IT schools are taking to reverse this trend include ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item16>      to the top 
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Reading Between the Lines


Radio-frequency identification (RFID) technology has drawn interest from governments seeking ways to monitor the activities of residents and citizens, and businesses looking for more automated and less expensive supply-chain management. One advantage of RFID over bar codes is the fact ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item17>      to the top 
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The Perils of Polling


Over one-quarter of registered U.S. voters will cast their ballots with direct recording electronic (DRE) systems in the presidential election, despite the technology's lack of security, reliability, and auditability. The e-voting quagmire is the result of a number of unfortunate situations, ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1101m.html#item18>      to the top 
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